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MAINE GEO

“Our new Administration will embrace clean energy; change 
our modes of transportation; weatherize homes and 

businesses… These actions will create good-paying jobs, 
preserve our environment, and welcome young people to 

build a green future here in Maine.” 

– Governor Mills, 2019 Inaugural Address

EARLY ACTION 

• Joined the U.S. Climate Alliance

• Withdrew Maine from offshore drilling coalition

• Supported legislation to encourage renewable energy development

• Joined International Alliance to Combat Ocean Acidification

• Created the Office of Policy Innovation and the Future



CLEAN ENERGY AND CLIMATE ACTION

MAINE GEO

• Required 45% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, 

80% by 2050 and creation of Maine Climate Council.

• Signed Executive Order #10: An Order to Strengthen Maine’s 

Economy and Achieve Carbon Neutrality by 2045.

Transportation and Heating

• Created new programs for 100,000 new heat pumps by 2025

• Launched rebates for electric vehicles, charging infrastructure 

grants and pilot programs

Source: EIA, State Carbon Dioxide Emissions Data Report
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SOURCE: ISO New England



RENEWABLE PORTFOLIO STANDARD - LD 1494

• Increases RPS to 80 percent by 2030, up from 40 percent, 

and a goal of 100% by 2050. 

MAINE GEO

Source: ISO-New England



GULF OF MAINE

MAINE GEO

• Commercial fisheries landings were worth $637M in ex-

vessel revenue in 2018, with almost half a billion in lobster 

landings alone.

• Indirect economic impact of commercial fishing is 

estimated at roughly 3x, or over $1.5B.  

• Maine commercial harvesters took more than twice the 

number of commercial fishing trips than any other state 

on the east coast. In 2017, Maine harvesters reported 447,523 

trips while harvesters from Virginia, the next highest state, 

reported just 217,940. 

• The Gulf of Maine warming faster than 99% of the 

global ocean.



GULF OF MAINE
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“But today, the Gulf of Maine is in trouble. Warming more 

quickly than nearly every ocean in the world, the Gulf of Maine’s 

ability to sustain its rich and diverse resources is 

diminishing. Cod, herring, shrimp and lobster are some of the 

staples of coastal life already at risk. We cannot wait to act. We 

are already fighting for our lobsterman and fisherman. Yet 

the Gulf of Maine is both our challenge and our opportunity. It 

is our new frontier. No, not for oil – but for wind.” 

- Governor Mills’ State of the State Address 2020



OFFSHORE WIND
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Source: NREL
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The BOEM Gulf of Maine Task Force is chartered to facilitate 
coordination and consultation related to renewable energy 
planning activities on the OCS in the Gulf of Maine. 

1. Facilitate coordination among federal, state, local, and tribal 
governments regarding the wind energy leasing process on the 
Outer Continental Shelf in the Gulf of Maine;

2. Share information about existing Gulf of Maine activities and 
marine conditions; and

3. Provide updates on regional offshore wind goals and 
developer activities.

https://www.boem.gov/Gulf-of-Maine
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A BOEM lease does not grant the lessee the 
right to construct any facilities; BOEM review 
and potential approval after environmental 
and technical reviews.

Potential Types of Leases:

1. Commercial Lease: for commercial 
activities that generate energy for sale 
and distribution

2. Limited Lease: for activities that 
support the production of energy, but 
do not result in the production of 
electricity for sale or distribution 
beyond a very limited threshold

3. Research Lease: reserved solely for 
States or Federal agencies conducting 
renewable energy research activities on 
the OCS

https://www.boem.gov/Gulf-of-Maine
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MAINE AQUA VENTUS

• First of its kind floating platform 
technology

• Demonstration project in state waters

• $45 million in US DOE support

LD 994 Sponsored by Sen. Woodsome

• Required the PUC to approve contract

• Approved in November 2019
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Maine Offshore Wind Initiative

In June 2019 Governor Mills directed the creation of a state-based 
initiative to help Maine determine how it can best position itself to 
benefit from future offshore wind projects
• Opportunities for job creation
• Supply chain and port development
• Decarbonizing Maine’s energy future

Solicit participation of interested stakeholders and the public and 
provide opportunity for valuable input and inform State’s participation 
in the BOEM Task Force

www.maine.gov/energy/initiatives/offshore-wind
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Maine Offshore Wind Initiative

Fisheries Offshore Wind Advisory Group

• Stakeholder group to share information about BOEM task force 

process and solicit input from fishing community

• Input being solicited could include any of the following:

• Potential data/research gaps and needs

• Identifying potential impacts and ways to mitigate them

• Identifying potential areas to site/not site offshore wind

• Open to all interested fisheries stakeholders

• Hiring contractor to facilitate process, working closely with DMR
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Offshore wind represents a significant opportunity for Maine’s 
energy future and economy. 

Any potential development must fully consider all commercial 
fishing and maritime interests as well as habitat and natural 
resources – and seek to minimize impacts and maximize 
compatibility.

BOEM Task Force is an opportunity to engage with necessary 
state, local, tribal and federal partners as well as all interested 
ocean stakeholders.

State Activities: Maine Offshore Wind Initiative

www.maine.gov/energy/initiatives/offshore-wind

OFFSHORE WIND
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THANK YOU
www.maine.gov/energy


