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• Was established by the Maine state legislature under Governor 
Angus King.

• Is a 9 –member, non-regulatory, volunteer council consisting of 
fishermen, public members, an educator, and a marine safety 
equipment content expert

• The Council advises the Commissioner of Marine Resources on 
commercial fishing safety issues.

• Develops outreach and educational programs
• Undertook a survey of near-misses and injuries in 2022
• The purpose of the survey was to gather data about potentially 

serious incidents experienced by fishermen and how these 
experiences were handled.
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Survey Methodology - Fisheries
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Fisheries Represented 
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Results I
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Maine Commercial Fishing Injuries and Near-misses 
2022 (n=182)



Results I, continued
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Results II
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Rough weather, 
seas 11%

Fog, poor visibility
 7%

Rope:  Entanglement  
and actual or potential 
overboard from lobster 
boat 30%

Rope: Lobstermen 
setting traps on top of 
one another 5%

Rope: Parting during 
hauling 7 %



Results III- training
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Summary
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Injuries to hand and torso accounted for 63% of the 
work-related injuries

37% of near-misses were associated with rope

18 % of near-misses were associated with rough 
seas and fog 

Fewer than 30% of respondents reported having had 
any approved USCG training

•



Results IV- Damage Control Kits
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Do you have a damage  control kit? 53%  YES

39%  NO

7%  No 
Response

46%  No Damage 
Control Kit
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Thank you
Let’s hear your thoughts …
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