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Consortium Background

* Maine passed a law in 2021 creating the Consortium

« Created, with members of the fishing industry and other
stakeholders, to develop and execute a research strategy
to better understand the impacts of floating offshore wind
in the Gulf of Maine

* This includes
* Opportunities and challenges to existing uses in the
Gulf of Maine, including how to best support
coexistence with the fishing industry
* Methods to avoid and minimize impacts on
ecosystems and existing uses
« Ways to realize cost efficiencies in commercialization
« Overseen by an advisory board to the state with
representatives from commercial and recreational fishing
* Created a fund for research; the state invested $3 million

to date.




2023 Consortium - Achievements

Hired Carbon Trust & Laura Singer to help establish
Initiated Consortium with 26-member Advisory Board :
representing the fishing industry, state agencies (GEO, TR o
DMR, MDIFW), Maine-based environmental groups, e e
scientists, offshore wind industry, coastal communities |
Held 5 Advisory Board meetings, all public BT P
Drafted a Research Strategy with pipeline of projects R AL AR
Scoped 3 priority research projects, leveraging
opportunities
« Competitive RFP and awards
» Fisheries Coexistence (ERM Consulting and Gulf
of Maine Research Institute)
» Socioeconomic Data Inventory (Karp Strategies T
and Dr. Alison Bates from Colby College) ¢ R
« MOU with DMR for seafloor mapping in key areas '
Recognized nationally and internationally with broad ~ | »3:5"\
range of collaborators .




Maine Offshore Wind Research Array 3 :

Advance phased approach to floating technology as seen e
worldwide | = ,

Research the effects of multiple floating turbines on marine life,
fishing and more

Maximize research and innovation in floating offshore wind to - , Kem e, W
help grow U.S. floating supply chain .. .

Support UMaine’s public-private partnership

Work with fishing, environmental and other marine interests to
answer important questions

Use the experience to inform future projects, including lowering
the cost of floating wind in the Gulf of Maine

https://www.maine.gov/energy/initiatives/offshorewind/researcharray . BT _
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Maine Offshore Wind Research Array

State submitted a research lease application to the Bureau
of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) in October 2021
Proposed project: 10 floating turbines, up to 144 MW, ~40
miles from the coast of Portland, country’s first floating
offshore wind research array

BOEM moving forward with lease review, National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review

Maine Public Utilities Commission reviewing Power
Purchase Agreement submission
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2024 Consortium — Looking Forward

* Maine Sea Grant to help GEO manage the Consortium
(Katy Bland); Laura Singer and Carbon Trust as Advisors
 Advance the 3 Consortium-funded priority projects and
share/incorporate findings: fisheries co-existence,
socioeconomic baseline, seafloor mapping
 Seeking additional federal and private funding for
Consortium priorities
* Leverage opportunities with regional collaborators
« Advance wildlife monitoring and technology objectives
* Include updates from PL 2023, Ch. 481 (LD 1895)
* DMR and MDIFW as collaborative partners with GEO
« Additional Advisory Board members added
* Include conservation actions and projects that
support species and habitats impacted by OSW
development
* Future OSW energy procurements will support
Consortium




