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NOAA Fisheries: Guidance for
Submitting Electronic Vessel Trip
Reports

Port Programs Branch
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO)

nmfs.gar.reporting@noaa.gov

Maine Fishermen’s Forum, Mar 2025



Transition to Electronic Vessel Trip Reports (eVTRS)

« Beginning on November 10, 2021, based on recommendations from both the Mid-Atlantic and

New England Fishery Management Councils, NOAA Fisheries implemented a new rule requiring all
commercial vessels with federal permits for species managed by the councils to submit vessel trip reports
(VTRS) electronically as eVTRs within 48 hours of the end of a trip.

* Reporting requirements for vessels issued only a federal lobster permit were addressed in a separate
rulemaking and at the recommendation of the Atlantic State Marine Fisheries Commission a new measure
for the federal American lobster fishery was implemented in an interim final rule published on October 2, 2023.

« This interim final rule implemented mandatory harvester electronic vessel trip reporting (eVTR), including
five additional lobster-specific data elements, for all federal lobster permit holders, beginning on April 1, 2024.
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Vessel Trip Reporting Requirement by Permit

If you have any of the permits listed below you must submit trip reports for all trips taken,
regardless of targeted species or waters fished.

Permits Requiring Electronic Vessel Reporting
American Lobster

Atlantic Mackerel

Black Sea Bass

Bluefish

Herring

Maine Mahogany Quahog

Monkfish

Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization Regulatory Area Authorization
Northeast Multispecies

Ocean Quahog

Red Crab

Scallop

Scup

Skate

Spiny Dogfish

Squid/Mackerel/Butterfish

Summer Flounder

Surf Clam

Tilefish
Private Recreational Tilefish
Incidental Highly Migratory Species Squid Trawl

Nag¥/' FISHERIES
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Electronic Vessel Trip Reporting Software Options

PROGRAM GARFO SERO Atlantic HMS
. Charter/ Head-
Platform Recreational American Boat And
Application Developer - Commercial For-Hire e ITQ Clams Lobster & For Hire .
Compatibility Tilefish Angling
Jonah Crab .
Permits
Web browser
on a device
with Android,
Windows 10, or
Fish Online* GARFO i0S X X X X X X
Internet

connection not
required during

trip
eTrips Mobile ACCSP/Harbor iOS, Android,
v2 Light Software Windows 10 X X X X X X
Web browser
Internet
eTrips Online A_CCSP/Harbor connection X X X X X
Light Software . .
required during
trip
Efin Harbor Light o Android
Software
Deckhand Pro Real Time Data iOS iPad X X X
Bluefin Data :
Chromebook, Maine-based
VESL (GARFO i0S, Android X X vessels only

Version)

FACTS (sector

Windows 7 and X
use only)

Electric Edge
newer

NOAA
* FISHERIES
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Getting Started

~ FISHERIES

Welcome to GARFO's Fish Online website. Here you can submit eVTRs, check your landings data, and manage your permits. You can access Fish Online by using current versions of

Chrome, Firefox, or Safari web-browsers. Click here to read our privacy policy.

We updated the way users access Fish Online. You must now use a username and password to access this system.

If you do not already have a Fish Online user account, you can create one here. If you already have a user account, you may request your username and/or a new password using the

'Request your username' and/or ‘Request a new password' features below.

For assistance with creating your account, call our Industry Support Desk at (978) 281-9188.

Log In

Request a new password
Request your username

Create Account

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service
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Log in with your NOAA Fish Online
username and password

**Note** your username is usually
FIRST.LAST name

If needed, click here to reset your
password or call your local
Port Agent




: NOAAFISHERIES You are logged in as: Adam Poquette Click here to access the
’° NOAA Vessel Trip Reporting

: : : - : app
A  Apply for Permit  Submit a Vessel Trip Report ) Profile - More Options -

The app can now be saved
Vessel Name: Permit Number: on your device’s home screen

orgrer oF

Getting Started

%

-

Permit Status Fish Online Entitlement Tool

2025 R v— This feature allows you to add a user to this For those USIng an AndrOId
enewal Application , . . . - .
vessel's Fish Online account. It will grant full
Update your 2024 Vessel Permit access to this vessel's information and the deVICe’ tap or CIICk the InSta”
Print your 2024 Vessel Permit features contained within Fish Online, including tab
. the ability to grant access to other users and to

Print your 2024 Vessel Permit . .
create leases, if applicable. Removal of a user

Data Downloads can be accomplished by contacting the IT Service

Desk at 978.281-9188. For iI0S users, save the

reporting page as an app by
selecting Add to Home

Dealer Landing Report

' Screen, located at the bottom
* Other downloads available to the left. Of your screen.

Vessel Profile

Vessel Trip Report

Download Excel | Download CSV |Emer Username ” Add | [ ‘ ]

Users with access to vessel

s
A \ NOAA

- FISHERIES

0 ATMOS:
g
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Reporting a Trip With Catch

@ e NOAR Vessel Trip Reporting @

You are logged in as:
Adam Poquette

Trip Vessel Permit ~ Sail Date Land Date

Currently Open Trip Reports

Trip Date Sailed Date Landed Vessel Effort(s) Status View Trip Delete Trip
55655625022415 24-Feb-25 3112 PM No date provided 555555 TEST1111 Sustainable Catch 0 Open Trip Record 4 [ ]

1-10f1

Recently Submitted Trip Reports

Trip Date Sailed Date Landed Vessel Effort(s) Status View Trip Hide Trip
55555525021715 16-Feb-25 6:00 Al 16-Feb-25 3:00 PM 555555 TEST1111 Sustainable Catch 1 Submitted rd [ ]

1-10f1

Edited Submitted Trip Reports

Trip Date Sailed Date Landed Vessel Effort(s) Status View Trip Hide Trip

No Trips Data.

0-0of0

This app is made for owners and operators of federally regulated fishing vessels in the Greater Atlantic Region of the USA who are required to submit Viessel Trip Report (VTR) reports and/or IVR reports based on their Federal Fishing Permit, Exempted Fishing Permit
or Research Set-Aside program. This is a free service provided by NOAA Fisheries as an alternative to the paper VTR report. This app makes the reporting process faster, clearer, and eliminates the need to download references for port and species codes. This is an
official app from NOAA Fisheries and reporting through this app constitutes regulatory compliance. All data is submitted directly and securely to NOAA Fisheries Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO). Use of this app complies with any GARFO mandated
requirement for electronic reporting (eVTR / IVR) Users must contact NOAA Fisheries at 978-281-9188 for credentials to use this app Vessel owners who still access Fish Online using a permit number and PIN will need to create an account and add their vessel here
For Lobster or Jonah Crab trips, please select the new "Commercial - Lobster / Jonah Crab” trip type.
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Vessel Information
Q NOAAR Vessel Trip Reporting

Trip Type

Trip Type
Commercial - Lobster ... 0

SAIL DATE

Commercial - Lobster / Jonah Crab

2025
Feb 25 5 - Clam ITQ - Commercial -

Commercial
Party
Lobster - Charter

Charter

- Private Recreational - Private use of a federally permitted vessel -

Vessel Operator
99958365 Test User (7]

Cancel OK Mame or Permit Number

m

**Note** The departure time is used in part to
generate the Trip ID/eVTR number

AN
> Vit
&
3

Q5 NOAA
" FISHERIES
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& NOAR Vessel Trip Reporting

Trip ID/eVTR Number

It is the vessel’s responsibility to provide dealers with the entire 14-digit Trip ID

/ eVTR number for each trip to ensure accurate reporting by both dealer and
vessel.

C Trip id: 55555525022405 )

Trip Information:

Vessel: 555555 TEST1111 Sustainable Catch
Trip Type: Commercial - Lobster / Jonah Crab
Operator: Test User

Date Time Sailed: 24-Feb-25 5:00 AM

Date Time Landed:

Number of Crew: 2

Number of Anglers: N/A

Total Lobster/Crab Pots in Water:

Average Lobster/Crab Pots Per String in Water:

Total Lobster/Crab Buoy Lines in Water:

Efforts:
Offload / Sale D

Page 9 U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service

P NOTE: The 14-digit Trip ID can be found in the eVTR reporting app. For a representation of the
14-digit eVTR number / Trip ID, refer to the graphic immediately following.
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Effort
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Q NOARA Vessel Trip Reporting -

Chart Area =

Chart Area

| X - 0 43°N-

Select Chart Area

Fishing Depth ol

40°N- =
Fishing depth in fa 9 7

Fishing depth in fa

39°N+

N .

37°N+

C Gulf of Maine - Georges Bank
[' s Southern New England

Area 1

Area 2-3 Overlap
Area 2
Area 3-5 Overlap

36°N+

If your fishing activity occurs in more than one

Chart Area, you will enter a new Effort for each T [ . — oo
chart area where you started to haul back or o — e
retrieve gear. B a6

0 25 50 100 Nautical Miles :] Outer Cape Cod

33°N+ I I |
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&

WATIONA,
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Catch

Q NOAR Vessel Trip Reporting

Effort Catch item

Enter the amount Kept and Discarded for each
species. If you discarded no species, you must enter
“0” into the discard field.

Species

LOB LOB, LOBSTER, AMERIC... -

To add more catch items, select Add Catch again
and repeat the steps.

| e

When you are finished adding catch, select Save and
100 @ then select Trip Review at the bottom of the screen.

Enter Pounds

Kept:

Discarded

Discarded:
300 : @ Add Catch L Trip Review |)Delete Effort
Enter Pounds

Page 11 U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service



Landing

Q NOARAR Vessel Trip Reporting

Date Land

Enter date and time landed

Total Lobster/Crab Pots in Water Why am | being asked for this information again? The previous
section, Effort, asked for the number of pots in that chart

area. This section is asking for the total number of pots

in the water.

Average Lobster/Crab Pots Per String in Water

Total Lobster/Crab Buoy Lines in Water

.‘.‘.‘
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Offload

& NOAR Vessel Trip Reporting

Catch Disposition

Species Catch
Do | click on Select All or on the box? If you are selling all
SelectAll v of your catch to one dealer, use the Select All function.
Species code: LOB If you are splitting your catch, select the box and enter multiple
S e e Dealers with their corresponding weights .

Qty. available: 100
Quantity sold: 0

Page 13 U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service



Submitting Your Report

Q NOARA Vessel Trip Reporting

Date Sailed

Sail Date
R 02-24-2025 5:00 AM (7]

Enter date and time sailed

Please review your Date Sailed and Date Land

information carefully. If correct, select Next

Land Date

02-24-2025 3-00 PM 2]

Enter date and time landed

Page 14 U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service



Submitting Your Report

& NOAR Vessel Trip Reporting

Offload / Sale Details: 1

Sales: 1

Species: LOB

Sold: 100 Pounds

Dealer: 1076 - NORTH COAST SEAFOODS
Port: 240207 - GLOUCESTER,MA

Date Sold: 02-24-2025

o e

Review your Offload / Sale Details. If you sold to multiple dealers, you
will see multiple sales. Select Next

s NOAA
) FISHERIES

Page 15 U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service



Submitting Your Report

Q NOAR Vessel Trip Reporting +

g order to submit your trip report, a connection to the internet is required. Please be sure to be connected to the internet before checking the box and submitting your report.
@ hecking the box you agree to the terms above

Check the box. At this point you may be asked to sign in again if you have been logged
in for more than 15 minutes. After logging back in, select Submit.

2 NOAA
¥ FISHERIES
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No Effort Trips

& NOAAR Vessel Trip Reporting

Fishing trip with effort(s)

Set only trip

Mechanical Breakdown

Turned around due to weather

lliness or Injury

Other (Entanglement, Good Samaritan,etc)

Transit with product onboard

You must report your trip if you began a fishing trip, but returned to port before fishing
occurs due to issues like bad weather, mechanical issues, illness or a set only trip.

@ NOAA
N’ FISHERIES
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How to Report a Commercial
eVTR for Lobster and Jonah Crab

NOAA  Using the Fish Online Web App

FISHERIES

Vessel Information
1 Orce logped i, click or tap the + kon in the top right corner
of the screen.

2. Enter the Date Sailed by choosing the blue dutton for the cur-
ront cay and time or clicking In the bax where 3 calendar and
dock will appear.

3. Select Vessel Permit by cicking inside the box 10 popudate the
drop down menu (search for this ether by typing vessel rame
of permit number). Once complete, select Mext.

4. Enter the Trip Type (Commercial - Lobster / Janah Crab) and
Number of Crew. Vessel aperators should aready be entered
based on the ndwidual’s usermame and password. If nat, contact
the Help Desk or your local GARFO Port Agert for assistance

S Uheck for acowracy and select Save.

Effort

M your fishing activity otcurs in more than one chart area, you
must submit o new efoet for each chart sres where you started
10 haul back of retrieve gear

1 Select Add Effort at the bottom of the screen
1 Select Gear Code of FTLL Pot/Trap, Lobster or PTCL-Pot, Crab.

3. Enter Mesh/Ring Size (entrance ring/hoop size of the
lobster pot) then select Next

4. Enter Chart Area, Fishing Depth (fathoms), and then
sefect Next.

Enter Latitude/Longitude by selecting either the Current
Location button (usng the device's GPS) or by selecting
your preferred Latitude/Longitude format and entering It
manually, then select Next

6 Enter Number of Pots in This Area.

7. Enter Numbar of Buoy Lines In This Area.

& Enter Number of Pots Hauled in This Area

9 Enter Number of Strings Mauled in This Area.

10. Lnter Average Number of Pots Per String Hauled This Area.
11 Enter Average Soak Time of Strings Hauled This Area

12, Select Save.

Catch
Select Add Catch at the bottom of the screen
Enter Species caupht by sesrching by name or species code

Enter the amount Kept and Discarded (4 you dacarded no
species, you must enter “0" into the Discard field), then
select Save

w

wWON e
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& Toadd more catch items, select Add Catch again and repeat
steps 2 and 3. When done adding catch, select Trip Review
at the bottom of the screen

5. ¥ acding another Effort for this trip, select Add Effort and
follow the steps above in Effort.

Landing

1. Select Add Landing from the bottom of the screen

1. Enter Date and Time Landed.

3. Enter the Total Lobster/Crab Pots in Water.

4. Lnter Average Lobster/Crab Pots Per $tring In Water.

5. Inter Total Lobster/Crab Buoy Lines in Water.
h.  Select Save.

Offload

1. Select Add Offioad

2. Select Species to offload (either Incividually or If being sold
10 one dealer, by using the Select All buttan)

3, Select Next

& Enter Pounds Sold, Deader infarmation (held for Tuture sale
guidance on the next page|, Port Landed, and Date Sold,
then select Save

5. To report acditional species offloaded, select Add OMoad
and follow Steps 2 and 3

Signing the eVTR

1. Select Sign at the bottomn.

2. Revew Date Sailed and Date Land times for accuracy, then
select Next

3. Review "Offfcod/Soles Detolls” information for accuracy,
then select Next

& Check the bax 10 agree 10 the 1erms above (you may
be prompted to log in again at this point|, then ¢click ar
1ap Submit,

5. Once submitted the system will bring you back to your
Home Screen and a green box will appear in the top right
hand corner stating “Swbmissian Status: Report Accepted”
10 verify your trip was processed successfully

Page 18
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uestions?

National Marine Fisheries Service

How Do | Report Lobsters | Keep for Future Sale?

1 Any species pot immediately sold 10 @ federal dealer should be reported using a dealer code of
‘4 - RETAINED FOR FUTURE SALE "

2. Inthe OMload section in the box for dealer type retained of future and select ‘4 - RETAINED FOR
FUTURE SALE’

3. When the speces that were “Retained for Future sale” are then sold te a dealer(s), the VTR should
be updated by the vessel oparator or awner to reflect the sakels) 1o that dealer(s|

It s the vessel's responsibility to provide dealers with the entire 14-digit Trip ID/eVTR number for
each trip to ensure accurate reporting by both dealer and vessel.

FORINFORMATION RECAHDING ELECTRONIC TRIF REPORTING CONTACT OUS HELPUESK LINE AT {978] 251 9188 OR
VIA EMAIL AT NWIS GAR REPORTINGENOAL GOV
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Contact Us

CONTACT US

Port Agents in the Greater Atlantic Region

55 Great Republic Drive
NOAA Fisheries Service
Gloucester MA 01930

Phone: (978) 281-9300
Email: nmfs.gar.garfo@noaa.gov

Contact our Help Desk at (978) 281-9188,
nmfs.gar.reporting@noaa.gov

or your local Port Agent.

@ NOAA
NP FISHERIES
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