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Transition to Electronic Vessel Trip Reports (eVTRs)

• Beginning on November 10, 2021, based on recommendations from both the Mid-Atlantic and 

New England Fishery Management Councils, NOAA Fisheries implemented a new rule requiring all 

commercial vessels with federal permits for species managed by the councils to submit vessel trip reports

(VTRs) electronically as eVTRs within 48 hours of the end of a trip.

• Reporting requirements for vessels issued only a federal lobster permit were addressed in a separate

rulemaking and at the recommendation of the Atlantic State Marine Fisheries Commission a new measure

for the federal American lobster fishery was implemented in an interim final rule published on October 2, 2023.

• This interim final rule implemented mandatory harvester electronic vessel trip reporting (eVTR), including 

five additional lobster-specific data elements, for all federal lobster permit holders, beginning on April 1, 2024.
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Vessel Trip Reporting Requirement by Permit
If you have any of the permits listed below you must submit trip reports for all trips taken,

regardless of targeted species or waters fished.

Permits Requiring Electronic Vessel Reporting
American Lobster

Atlantic Mackerel

Black Sea Bass

Bluefish

Herring

Maine Mahogany Quahog

Monkfish

Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization Regulatory Area Authorization

Northeast Multispecies

Ocean Quahog

Red Crab

Scallop

Scup

Skate

Spiny Dogfish

Squid/Mackerel/Butterfish

Summer Flounder

Surf Clam

Tilefish

Private Recreational Tilefish

Incidental Highly Migratory Species Squid Trawl
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Electronic Vessel Trip Reporting Software Options
PROGRAM GARFO SERO Atlantic HMS

Application Developer
Platform 

Compatibility
Commercial For-Hire

Recreational 

Tilefish
ITQ Clams

American 

Lobster & 

Jonah Crab

For Hire

Charter/ Head-

Boat And 

Angling 

Permits

Fish Online* GARFO

Web browser 

on a device 

with Android, 

Windows 10, or 

iOS

Internet 

connection not 

required during 

trip

X X X X X X

eTrips Mobile 

v2

ACCSP/Harbor 

Light Software

iOS, Android, 

Windows 10
X X X X X X

eTrips Online
ACCSP/Harbor 

Light Software

Web browser

Internet 

connection 

required during 

trip

X X X X X

Efin
Harbor Light 

Software
iOS, Android X

Deckhand Pro Real Time Data iOS iPad X X X

VESL

Bluefin Data 

(GARFO 

Version)

Chromebook, 

iOS, Android
X X X

Maine-based 

vessels only

FACTS (sector 

use only)
Electric Edge

Windows 7 and 

newer
X
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Log in with your NOAA Fish Online

username and password

**Note** your username is usually 

FIRST.LAST name  

If needed, click here to reset your 

password or call your local 

Port Agent

Getting Started
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Click here to access the 

NOAA Vessel Trip Reporting 

app

The app can now be saved 

on your device’s home screen

For those using an Android 

device, tap or click the Install

tab 

For iOS users, save the 

reporting page as an app by 

selecting Add to Home 

Screen, located at the bottom 

of your screen.

Getting Started



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries ServicePage 7

Reporting a Trip With Catch
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Vessel Information

**Note** The departure time is used in part to

generate the Trip ID/eVTR number
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To continue with the report, scroll to the bottom and work 

from left to right, starting with “Add Effort”

Trip ID/eVTR Number
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Effort

If your fishing activity occurs in more than one 

Chart Area, you will enter a new Effort for each 

chart area where you started to haul back or 

retrieve gear.
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Catch

Enter the amount Kept and Discarded for each 

species.  If you discarded no species, you must enter 

“0” into the discard field.

To add more catch items, select Add Catch again 

and repeat the steps.

When you are finished adding catch, select Save and

then select Trip Review at the bottom of the screen.
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Landing

Why am I being asked for this information again?  The previous

section, Effort, asked for the number of pots in that chart 

area.  This section is asking for the total number of pots 

in the water.  
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Offload

Do I click on Select All or on the box?  If you are selling all

of your catch to one dealer, use the Select All function.  

If you are splitting your catch, select the box and enter multiple 

Dealers with their corresponding weights .
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Submitting Your Report

Please review your Date Sailed and Date Land 

information carefully.  If correct, select Next
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Submitting Your Report

Review your Offload / Sale Details.  If you sold to multiple dealers, you 

will see multiple sales. Select Next
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Submitting Your Report

Check the box.  At this point you may be asked to sign in again if you have been logged

in for more than 15 minutes.  After logging back in, select Submit.  
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No Effort Trips

You must report your trip if you began a fishing trip, but returned to port before fishing

occurs due to issues like bad weather, mechanical issues, illness or a set only trip.  
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Questions?
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Contact Us

Contact our Help Desk at (978) 281-9188, 

nmfs.gar.reporting@noaa.gov

or your local Port Agent.

mailto:nmfs.gar.reporting@noaa.gov

